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The current issue of Visceral Medicine focuses on 
colorectal cancer. Despite intense screening efforts, 
colorectal cancer still belongs to the most frequent can-
cers in both males and females in the EU. Particularly in 
rectal cancer there have been major developments in the 
surgical techniques over the last years that have led to a 
substantial reduction in local disease recurrence. Recent-
ly, robotic surgery has emerged as a novel technique that 
may help further improve the outcome for patients with 
colorectal cancer. However, we have seen major im-
provements not only in colorectal cancer surgery, but 
also in the molecular understanding of the disease and 
subsequently in the development of compounds that tar-
get specific molecular pathways mainly in defined sub-
groups of cancers. This issue presents the current evi-
dence and also points out future directions of research 
both in the surgical as well as systemic treatment of 
colorectal cancer.
Bogner et al. [1] give an overview of modern develop-
ments in rectal cancer surgery and the role of surgery in 
a multidisciplinary treatment concept for rectal cancer.
Shah et al. [2] present the current data on minimally 
invasive and robotic surgery for colorectal cancer. They 
point out the potential advantages but also the limitations 
of these techniques. 
Seufferlein et al. [3] give an overview of the molecular 
setup of colorectal cancer and its therapeutic consequenc-
es. They also discuss the role of advanced molecular diag-
nostics for subtyping and treating metastatic colorectal 
cancer.
The current issue of Visceral Medicine with a focus on 
colorectal cancer hopefully provides you with clinically 
useful information for your daily practice.
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